





In the majority of cases people respon-
sible for these actions face administra-
tive penalties, rarely — criminal charges
under articles that previously existed
in the Russian legislation («propaganda
of Nazi symbols», «production and
distribution of extremist materials»,
«violating the territorial integrity of
Russian») or newly adopted for the sake
of the full-scale invasion («discredita-
tion of Russian armyy», «spreading the
fake news»). They are also subjected to
harassment by the occupying security
services and other authorities.

In the beginning of 2022 the Russian
parliament adopted new restrictive
legislation aimed at silencing the
dissents, namely amendments to the
criminal and administrative codes
related to the so-called «discreditation
of the Russian army» and «spreading
the fake newsn». It affected Crimea a lot.
At least 448 administrative proceed-
ings and 5 criminal proceedings were
open against residents of Crimea as of
July 31, 2023.

Let's have a look at the particular examples
of the persecutions within various articles.

Article 20.3.3 of the Code of Administrative Offenses of the Russian Federation «Public

actions aimed at discrediting the use of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation»

As of July 31, 2023, there were 448 proceedings in the occupying courts in the
territory of the occupied Crimea. In the majority of these cases (382) a decision
was made to impose an administrative penalty in the form of a fine.

In total, the aggregate amount of fines
imposed amounts to at least 12.1 million
Russian rubles (approximately 131 719
US dollars). Of the 246 published court
decisions, 70 refer to publishing or
demonstrating the calls «No war», «Stop
War» and similar anti-war slogans. It is
worth emphasizing that gradually the
rhetorics of slogans shifted from «No
war» to «Russian warship, go f***k your-
self», «We are waiting for the Armed
Forces of Ukraine», etc. Many people do
not hide their pro-Ukrainian position
and sometimes they even shout «Glory

to Ukraine» in public places and share
their critical thoughts about the
so-called «special military operation»
with others.

Occupying City council of Yevpatoria
after Bohdan Ziza's action.

This perfomance

resulted for Bohdan

in the arrest,

terrorist charges

and finnally with 15

years of imprison-

ment



Most of the administrative materials on
«discrediting the Russian Armed Forces» were
considered by the occupying courts of:

Simferopol
(116 cases)
Sevastopol @
(62 cases) Yalta

o @ (37 cases)

For example, Ukrainian citizen living in the
occupied Crimea Anastasia Bayramova
was prosecuted for «discreditation of the
Russian army» for the post in Instagram
where she was wearing an embroidered
shirt. Literally, the accusation reads as
follows: «In the Instagram messenger, on
the page bairamoval7_04_0], there are
videos depicting Anastasia Arizovna
Bayramova wearing a national costume,
painted in the colors of the flag of the state
of Ukraine, and expresses her support for
Zelenskyy V.A.

Screenshot from
Anastasia Bayramova's
TikTok page:

Whilst Sevastopol is considered to be as
allegedly the most pro-Russian city
because of the Russian Black Sea Fleet
stationed there.

Ukrainian citizens in Crimea started to
be persecuted also for Ukrainian state
symbols. The Mission is aware for at leats
3 cases of persecution for Ukrainian state
symbols (mostly demonstration of
Ukrainian flag) from March 2023.

In connection with the Special Military
Operation of 24.02.2022 on the territory of
Ukraine, the Armed Forces of Ukraine
(AFU) use the flag of Ukraine on their
uniforms during armed conflicts and
violent acts (murder and torture) directed
against the Armed Forces of the Russian
Federation. Volodymyr Zelenskyy is the
President of Ukraine. In this regard, the
demonstration of attributes painted in the
colors of the flag of Ukraine, as well as the
support of Zelenskyy, expresses a clearly
negative attitude towards the Armed
Forces of the Russian Federation, thereby
discrediting them.»

Screenshot from
Anastasia Bayramova's
Instragram page:




Other examples of persecution are no less telling. As a result
of the monitoring, the Mission found the following wordings
of the reasons for prosecution in the published occupying
court decisions in cases of people prosecuted “for the
discreditation of the Russian Armed Forces”:

=  While in the premises of the department of the Ministry
of Internal Affairs of Russia, detainee made the following
statements: «I'm ready to die so that you get out of here
<data removed>, you came and ruined everything, | have
been living for 8 awful years <data removed> in the state
| did not invited. I'm going <data removed> to blow your
mind until the end, you will soon be killed by our <data
removed>. Who will? You will find out who Kills collabora-
tors!»;

= The persecuted person wrote the following comments
on the social network Vkontakte: «It was not Ukrainians
who came to a foreign land, occupying foreign territories,
but you. It is not Ukrainians who are now killing, robbing
and raping on foreign soil, but you! You are the Fascists
and Nazis here, not Ukrainians.»

= Being near the cafe «Alcatraz», located in Armyansk,
Crimea, in the presence of a military officer and other
citizens, the resident of Crimea shouted that he was
waiting for the Armed Forces of Ukraine (AFU/ZSU),
«glory to the ZSU», waiting for the AFU to come to the
occupied territory, i.e. Crimea, etc.




Besides protests inside occupied Crimea, Crimean residents
are trying to convey information about the state of affairs
on the occupied peninsula to citizens of other countries. For
example, the Mission is aware of the case of the postcrosser
who sent leaflets around the world with information that
Crimea is under Russian occupation and that Ukraine needs
worldwide help in the fight against Russia. The man was
also punished under the article about the so-called discredi-
tation of the Russian Armed Forces.

In some cases occupying administrations combined the
liability for the so-called discreditation of Russian Armed
Forces with responsibility under part 1 Article 20.3 of the
Administrative Code of the Russian Federation - propaganda
or public demonstration of Nazi attributes or symbols. As it
happened with the cases related to the public playing of
Ukrainian resistance songs . The largest penalties were
imposed on the lawyer of the Crimean Tatar origin, who
works with cases of political persecution of Ukrainian
citizens, Edem Semedlyayev (75,000 RUB, near 800 USD),
an organizer of the wedding in Bakhchisarai where
Ukrainian military song was played - Ernes Kochkorov (15
days of administrative arrest) and a teacher of the Bilohirsk
Technological College Andrii Bilozerov (13 days of administra-
tive arrest) who played another Ukrainian military song in
presence of his students.

One of the most frequent cases of anti-war protests is
destroying Russian propaganda materials. For instance, at
the end of May 2023, a 14-year-old resident of the city of
Kerch poured red paint on a poster depicting Putin on the
building of the occupation administration of Yalta and the
occupation military enlistment office. To do this, the boy
specially came to Yalta, having previously rented an apart-
ment there. The boy wasn't brought to responsibility but
the Mission does not know whether his parents were
brought to justice for the action.

Yalta city, poster
depicting Putinon
the building of the
occupying adminis-
tration with red
paint poured on it




Article 207.3 of the Criminal Code of the russian federation «Public dissemination of deliber-

ately false information about the use of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation, the
exercise by state bodies of the Russian Federation of their powers»

On October 21, 2022, Ukrainian citizen
Oleksander Tarapon was illegally
convicted by the occupying court of
Alushta for distributing leaflets with
truthful information about the Russian
full scale invasion to 2.5 years of the strict
regime prison. Occupying appeal court
approved this decision. Currently Olek-
sander is being transferred to Krasno-
kumskoe, Stavropol krai in Russian (1000
kilometers from his home).

MATEPU POCCUM!
HE TAKOIA
CyObbbl
BbI XOTENM ANS
BALLMX CbIHOBEWN!

EC/IN MX OTMPABU/IN “HA YHEHWS" U
Bbl NOTEPSNY CBA3b, ULLMTE CBONX
HA CAWTE:

200.RF.COM

WM NO TENEQOHAM FOPAYEN IMHUMN:

Y3HAW, XXMB AU OH

Example of leaflets distributed by
Oleksander. The leaflet gives information
about web-site where russian mothers can
find their sons who were captured or died in
Ukraine.

Example of leaflet distributed by Oleksander. The
leaflate says «3rotest against the war is not scary.

This is scary» —and shows nuclear explosion

Article 280.3 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation «Public actions aimed at

discrediting the use of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation»

On March 15, 2023, the occupying Yalta
City Court convicted a resident of Yalta
Ihor Rylov to a suspended sentence of 1
year and 2 months with a probation
period of 3 years. In 2022, he was brought
to administrative responsibility for
«discrediting the Russian Armed Forces»
twice. In one case, it was about shouting
«Slava Ukraini! Heroyam Slaval» («Glory
to Ukraine! Glory to the Heroes!»).

Another vivid example of the persecution
under this article is the case of Andrii
Bilozerov, former lecturer of the Bilohirsk
Technical High School, sentenced to 2
months under house arrest and later his
sentence was commuted to pay a fine.
Mr Bilozerov was persecuted for listening
and sharing songs which are associated
with Ukrainian resistance.



Atrticle 207.3 of the Criminal Code of the russian federation «Public dissemination of deliber-

ately false information about the use of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation, the
exercise by state bodies of the Russian Federation of their powers»

The Mission found in open resources at least 439 cases of
persecution under this article since 2014. For example, out of
258 published decisions, at least 31 concerned pro-Ukrainian
activists who were held administratively liable for publishing
or displaying symbols of Ukrainian nationalist organizations
and military units of different historical periods. Another 28
cases were related to religious organizations.

Atrticle 20.3.2 of the Code of Administrative Offenses of the Russian Federation «Public

calls for actions aimed at violating the territorial integrity of the Russian Federation».

The Mission is aware of 2 cases of persecution under this article.

Thus, in November 2022 Yaroslav Boiko was persecuted for
the post and comments in social networks where he wrote
about returning occupied Crimea back to Ukraine.

Another case is against Martian Ponomarenko who was pros-
ecuted for expressing support of Ukraine, the Armed Forces
of Ukraine and the intention to return occupied Crimea under
Ukrainian control in a private conversation.



Article 20.29 of the Code of Administrative Offenses of the Russian Federation

«Production and distribution of extremist materials»

The Mission found in open resources at
least 203 cases of persecution under this
article since 2014. In particular, these
cases include bringing to administrative
responsibility for the possession of
prohibited literature, mainly religious, in
particular, belonging to certain sects of
Islam or the Christian organization «Jeho-
vah's Witnesses». What is remarkable
there were also at least 2 cases of
bringing to administrative responsibility
for the possession of Ukrainian historical
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literature which is related to the crimes
of the Soviet regime, in particular, the
book of Vasyl Morochko «Genocide of
Ukrainians. Series: Holodomors of
1932-1933. The Holodomor'» (2007) and
the book of famous Ukrainian spiritual
leader and public figure Metropolitan
Andrey Sheptytsky? «True Faith» («Pra-
vdyva Vira»), Lublin, 1990, which were
stored in the library and church, respec-
tively.

il

The poster says: «Don 't take! Russian passport is a slaverys.

Similar posters appear all over Crimea

"Holodomor - artificial famine which was arranged by the
Soviet government and Joseph Stalin in 1931-1933.

2Andrey Sheptytsky - Ukrainian public and church figure, spiritual leader of
Ukrainians, served as the Metropolitan Archbishop of the Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Church from 1901 until his death in 1944.



Civil resistance movements are important
in the anti-war opposition in temporarily occupied Crimea.

Currently, the Mission is aware of 4 movements
but this number constantly increases.

Yellow Ribbon

Yellow Ribbon is a civil resistance move-
ment that was formed in April 2022, after
the full-scale invasion of Russia in
Ukraine. Currently, Yellow Ribbon unites
more than 10,000 activists from Crimea,
Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia, Myko-
laiv, and Kherson regions, and other
temporarily occupied territories of
Ukraine. It is the most significant resis-
tance movement in the entire occupied
territory of Ukraine with its largest part
being located in the territory of the occu-
pied Crimea - 4,000 active members.

Representatives of the movement are
making the informational resistance to
the occupiers: they hang yellow ribbons,

Crimean Combat Seagulls

Crimean Combat Seagulls are a resis-
tance movement formed by concerned
Ukrainian citizens in the occupied
Crimea. The movement began its activi-
ties after the full-scale invasion of Crimea
by Russia. However, there are also many
among the participants of the Crimean
Combat Seagulls who have been
resisting the enemy since the beginning
of the occupation in 2014. For the first
time, the general public became aware
of the Combat Seagulls on 13 September

blue and yellow flags, posters and other
patriotic symbols on the streets, organize
protest flash mobs on social media, and
collect information about collaborators.
Yellow Ribbon has become a community
that unites thousands of activists across
temporarily occupied cities. Its strength
lies in its digital component, which allows
people to feel united even if they are
hundreds of kilometers away from each
other.

Eclizi-Burun,
Crimean Mountains,
29June,2023

2022. The cornerstone of the activities of
this cell of the Ukrainian underground is
to promote the deoccupation of the
peninsula and bring to justice all those
involved in the establishment of the
occupation regime.

PO3BEPEMO KPUMCbBKUI
MICT HA LLEBIHb

The leaflet of »
Crimean Combat
Seagulls says: «\We
will dismnantle the
Crimean bridge for
gravel»




Civil resistance movements are important
in the anti-war opposition in temporarily occupied Crimea.

Currently, the Mission is aware of 4 movements
but this number constantly increases.

Zla Mavka (Angry Mavka, mavka is female spirit in Slavic folklore and mythology)

Zla Mavka is a women's civil resistance movement which
acts in the southern part of Ukraine occupied by the
Russian Federation. The movement was founded by three
friends from Melitopol city after it was occupied in 2022.
The idea of a women's underground movement came
about before 8th March. The movement's members make
and post leaflets with anti-war appeals and collect informa-

tion about the occupation forces.
The leaflet of Zla

OHKRYTIAHTLI! :
Mavka says: «We fed nocnmw ¢
up with occupiers. ‘ g
Don't make
Ukrainian women |
angry» \
[
I 1 HE 3""01;:
RKE PANHOK!
ATESH |’

ATESH (Crimean Tatar: Ates, literally
«Fire») is a military partisan movement
in the occupied territories of Ukraineg, as
well as in the territory of Russia, created
by Ukrainians and Crimean Tatars in
September 2022, after the beginning of
the mobilization campaign in Russia and
occupied territories. The main idea of
ATESH is that the indigenous peoples of
Crimmea and Ukraine, mobilized into the
occupying army, are undermining the
Russian armed forces from within. The
movement carries out special sabotage
activities against Russian troops and

The leaflet of Zla
Mavka says: «l don't
want flowers, | want
my Ukraine»

collects operative information about
Russian troops.

The representatives of ATESH say that
there main achievements are as follows:
launching of the regional groups
«ATESH>» in Tatarstan, Siberia and the civil
part of the movement; hundreds of
agents in units of the Armed Forces of
the Russian Federation, including in
special assignments; decommissioning
of heavy equipment planned for use in
hostilities; sabotage of enemy railway
facilities.
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